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American Pearls Into Indian Gems Causes Consterna-
tion in Pearl Dealers Association of France

oAl of the leading American ex-
perts in precious stones regard
vith  surprise  mingled with
vnusement  the report  cabled
¢« the other day that the 'earl

fron
Dea v==oviation of France is tre-
genl wrought up because jis
pr - Las decided to have legal pro-
o trought agalnst a Paris pearl
bro v = sald to have sold for
Tk veari that ls alleged to have
beeit red
details of the charges read
. 1k heme of a mystery story Into
wlii 1 enter secrets of treating pearls by
kotocd amd none too scrupulous old
Hindoe the use of ultra-violet rays to
give the pearl a superb Oriental lustre
and palming off of the produc: on
an unsuspecting customer,
M ne to further information Paris
expo '+ (e scandal to assume tremen-
3 dous proportions,  And no wonder, for
o i1, of the romance flashing
gnd o+ the  Atlantic brings  into  the
acth { the story®n go-called diamond
pudicate, whoge members have been
distioc o because  of  the  fantasti
pr padd for pearls in the past few
¥ Iheir dismay  did not prevent
th m adopting the very practical
st employving detectives, however,
Al ¢ocabled reports are aceuarate
ol { the sleuths went out on the
; wa 1 so=called pearl syndicate,
Folows then a tableau: Triuvmphant
d <« returning to dismayed dia-
m dicate with proof that many
e vpresented to confiding patrons
as ving been bought or swiped from
the Doad dress of some proud old Indian
rajih were nothing more than common
prosbicts of  unostentatious  mussels
"l Wl lween dredgzed out of the
Walush or the Mississippi, then =ent
rom New York to a suburb of Paris
and doctored by a Hindfh expert
w! ntaing a laboratory wherein
i ves the native modesty of the
w ind substitutes the lustre of
Or The Hindu is quoted as
€
methodd  permits doctoring the
Al i pearl into an Indlan pearl
. » puzzles the best experts and
w! sometimes  brings as high as
T
from element of romance
ory has an Interest quite positive
f g who b the past decade
! rehased  pearls valued at an
¢ < sum in the aggregate, From
1 dest secd pearls in the ring of a
sirl and the scarfpin pearl of a
the pearle owned and worn by
d women of the United States
up to mag Mlcent ropes seen
at wpera, each of which may repre-
e P fortute. When it s remembered
that ot least #£10.000.000 worth of pearls
are sold in New York alone every year
one may understamd why the reports
recently  calded  from  P'aris should

¢ commanded wide attention
iWual owners of pearls
dollars

M=l of

many th

at either
woor $30.-
for a necklace may be pardoned if

to be wonderad

he is a trifle nervous over the possi-
bility that {ts pearls may have been
found In mussels in the mud of some
Western  river But if such a man
purchased his necklace from a repu-
tble dealer, he may calm himself, At
cast such I8 the opinion of Ludwig
Nisson, president of the American Jew-

A number

1= I'rotective Association,

There are, of course, frauds in every

of business,”  Mr., Nissen said.
(ks are found In medicine and in
v, Uthers naturally are to be
1 among dea'lers in precious stones.
of years ago, fifteen or
v twenty, we heard of a good
people in this country who were
~windled by doctored diamonds;
= which were artificially changed
r. Those practising this fraud
dipped the stones into a chem-
ution, which changed the yel-
ut to the stedd blue, and it was
profitable operation while It
but it didn't last long befuore
Lscovered,
nk the fraud was first brought
ere In New York, where some-
o had purchased such a dia-

pearls may be doctored in Just | Thomas J. Emery of Cincinnati from Sir
presenting to the city of Cincinnati. The
The picture is in the condition in which it left the hands of the

(ppened  to wash it in plaln
" i all the blue tint, which
n so costly, came off, News of
! = #iven to the press, and within
a t two I presume tens of thou-
& who had recently bought dla-
n were Industriously engaged in
§ them  and  gerubbing  them,
8 was the fraud known and
g0 Was its impression on the pub-
lig nd o that countless  people,  In-
enlug to purchase diamonds, seleeted
th nes fur their appearance, but re-
fu to take them until they had
e fem washed thoroughly.,  Years
ha passed, however, since we have
he iisthing of this Kind In regard
e nonds
Ul wiy, and I have reports that
In cases electricity is being em-
pl in the process of CD\'(’I‘"‘IK them
with ¢ solution which gives the Orien-
tal lustre*

" vou seen such pearls?’ Mr.
YN wius asked,

' e replied, * and 1 wish to add
wi phasis that @ competent exs-
poe Il 1w able to discover such a
Ll pearl the minnte he looks at
it bermore, he usually does dis-
[N

tatter of fact, the whole thing
i o bunglingly and has so little
ki cffect that a single drop of al-
b U1 vat off the solution and re-
Vi pearl in its natural state, Al
¢ areover, does not injure a real
Lu

moral I wish to point out is that
b who buy pearls should purchase
t uly from the recognized dealers
W nidle them, and who are experts
l i extent that they seldom can
b I And if they are fooled the
1 “r will ulways have his eany re-
dr With 4 house of responsibility
Wi ! has sold an article that Is not
wi i the dealer through whom it
ba ik it is.

trouble with many people is
thi zu shopping around, and have
i neible ugents or denlers bring-
iny toodds 1o be examined. Such a
d' ften Is able to impress a pos-
:ll rchaser with a plausible story

iuse he is matisfled with small

|

profits he can sell much lower than the
well known houses which carry large
Stocks of precious stones, 1t is only in
purchasing pearls through some #uich
irresponsible dealer that the purchaser
runs any risk whatever,

“Af to the Interesting reports cabled
over from Paris about doctored pearls,
You may remember that o few years
age what were  termed  reconstrueted

Titian’s Philip 1 Boughlt' by American Woman for $350,000

“That cabled story iz simply ridicu-
lous,” he maid. “I never knew of a
single pearl bringing $80,000 in all my
life, For a single pearl  $25,000 would
be quite an extraordinary price. 1 may
add that when the alleged Hindu says
his methods permit the doctoring of an
Ameriean pearl into an Indian pear]
that puzzles the experte It can be for
only a few minutes, hecause a single

: XPERTS HERE. SCOFF AT PARIS STORY OF PEARL DOCTORIN

Report That Hindu in Paris Has Method of Reconstructing

forward to any such discovery--there
hasn't heen one, by the way, for fifty
years,

“The hest fisheries continue to be in
the Indian Ocean, with some near Aus-
tralin, others on the coasts of Vene.
zuela, Corea, and Lower California. But
the Indian Oceamn continues to be the
principal source of supply for new
pearls,

“Formerly divers used to go down In
the water as far as necessary, stay long
enough to select large, well developed
oysters, and bring them up to the sur-
face with care, Of course this was slow
work, but It resulted in bringing up
many good pearls of large gize and few
aoall ones.

11

u-

New York Buys $10,000,000 Worth of Pearls a Year—Dealeri ‘

Says Bogus Gems Are Detected at a Glance—Lustre !
Never Permanent Where Doctoring Is Employed ‘

that excrescence is  left  alone the
larger It becomes. No other form of
animal life, I may add, has the partic-
ular disease that results in the forma-
tlon of the pearl, Well, it Is casily
seen that the gathering of seed pearls
means the prevention of development

year It is evidenl that the new gupply
is not equal to the demand and that of
necesgity prices must continue to go up.
Years ago, when the fisheries come
meneed to fail in producing fine pearls
in =ufficient quantity, the world of
commerce began to look for its supply

of pearls, but while their present own
ers live it will be practically impossib
to purchase them and place them o
the market.,”

Mr. Nissen was asked about repor
published every few years regarding t
dircovery of dinmond drifts in the Wes

that would otherwise result jn large |in a new quarter—to the great aggre- “They have never amounted to any
pearls, on the same principle that | gations of pearls hoarded by Orientals, | thing,” he replied, “although 1 wish
where vou plek a peach blogssom you | Some of those Eastern princes had huge | add that of the few s=tones found §

Arkansas some have been of very g

quality. But the supply of the Western
diamonds thus far found is so small &
to be almost negligible,
“Considerable amusement was cau
among dealers, by the way, during th

recent tariff discussion, when one end
thusiastic Congressman declared that i
there should be a duty of 35 or 40 i
cent, on diamonds the State of Arkandi
sas In two or three years would be sup
| plying the diamonds of the world. Ev!
dently Congress didn't believe the gen
tleman,” Mr. Nissen concluded, “And
a matter of fact, 1 am decidedly of th
belief that Arkansas hasn’'t enough dl
mwnds to make it pay to mine them."
i
!
th
people of New York to lear
that under certain conditions i ‘f

MI
is possible to ride to their h-,-urn:l

st

Free Taxicab Rides.

T will probably be news to

i

content in a taxicab without having t
ray one cent for the privilege,” re
marked a man familiar with the situa
tion. *"Of course a certain amount o
inconvenience will be experlenced in ob4
taining the free rides, and probabl
some trouble and unpleasantness will b; ¥
encountered, particularly from belllcose
chauffeurs, but nevertheless it is pos<
sible to ride free. l‘-,

“A section of the new public IM\'HI:"
ordinance now in use, which gives thel
proper city authorities control of “".i!
public hacks in operation on the streetsgy)
says: ‘This ordinance shall not apply]
to or guvern any vehlele hired or uh-"f
tained from a livery stable or garage!'
and which does not solicit patronagel
npon the street<' In other words, thel’
city does not have authority or super<:i
vision over taxicabs that are operated!
from a garage.

"These tuxicabs and thelr
are licensed Ly the State and not the
city, and their owners are privileged ta -4
charge any amount they please for tak<3!
ing patrons a certaln distance, They ard
privileged to charge 00 cents a mile or
£1 a mile provided the patron 1= willing
to pay the rate demanded,  Not belng
licensed by the city the owners are not :
compelied to place mieers on the r.nll‘;_
and there 8 no uniform rate of fare. |

“The method of operating taXic |Iu(.i"
from garaves and thus escaping thel
necessity of complying with the pro<
visions of the taxicab ordinance is t’.ll'-"'_
rled out like this: A man emerging}
from a restaurant, say, and desiring 13!

chauffeurs?

hire a taxicab and not secing one on
the spot informs the starter that a '
tuxicab is needed.  The starter phoned B}
to the garage of the firm he represents
ind a taxicab Is immediately sent oven
to the restaurant, The customer strikes
1 odea, with the chauffeur and (s driven
away, In this case there {s no violation
of the taxicab ordinance, for the taxicali]
lavas not secking patronage upon thely
public streets but was ordered from the &
garage, Under these conditions there 1558
absolutely no chance to ride free and
the customer must pay the fare agreed §
upon 1
“But here {s where the --i'|i-r!'1‘lII1|_\"’f
is presented to ride free in this style ol
taxicalb, Some owners of taxicabs op<8
erating from guarages, iguring that they
will not  bee discoversd by inspectors
from the taxicab bureau, stand “theigd
vehicls In N of restauran's and3)
| theatres, competing with hackmen propes
et lHeensed, whose vehicles conform
with all sections of the ordinance,
“Persgons coming ont of thesg
who wish to ride to their destinat
v otaxieal are usually apt to select the
most convenlent vehicle,  The taxicabs,
operated from garag s are similar !
shape and appearance to the properiyd |
licensed taxleabs and it (8 therefore @il
simple matter for uniformed persong!
| to make a mistake, However, there |8
no shndarity in the rates and the users
over this fact when the time comes
settle the bill, i
“How can the users of these taxicabs
ride any distance and then refuse to pay
for the privilege? What authority pereii
mit them to do such o thing? The ansdj
swer 18, the courts,  The courts havelld
ruled that in the case of a business: |
| that  should he licensed and Is not
Heensed the omners cannot collect for

gervices performed, l
“How does this ruling apply to taxis

eabs operated from o goera Il his
wity., AR soon ax the owper of soely
taxicabs places his vehleleg in front of
a public place, unless the vebcles are
summoned from the garage on the des
mand of customers, they compete withy

the properly licensed public hacks and! .
thereby violate the section of the publiaf |

What was called the art event of 1913 took place a few weeks ago, when one of the most famous portraits in existence, Philip 11. of Spain, by Titian, was purchased by Mrs.
It is said Mrs. Emery is making a collection of masterpieces which she intends
portrait was painted by Titian when the master was 70 years old, and is considered one of the finest produced by that famous painter.
master—some later additions by unknown artists having been removed.

The

Hugh Lane, the art connoisseur and collector of London.

hack ordinance which states that a pub=i
lic hack is a vehicle plying for hire and’
which solicits public patronage  upon’
the streets, !

“Under the court ruling euch a vehicle
i= not properly leensod and the owner
cannot collect for tha services pers

rubles were put on the market, and at
first were sold at the rate of about §100
per carat, Furthermore, a Kreat many
purchasers were fooled into buying
them at real ruby prices, very much in
excess of the flgures Jjust mentioned.
They thought they were getting bar-
gains, but they were not, for th-day a
fine ruby may bring from two thousand
to five thousand dollars per carat, The
reconstructed ruby looked like a real
stone, but the humbug was driven so
far that to-day you can buy recon-
structed rubles at H0 cents a carat,
They are the cheapest of imitations

and do not disturb the trade in real
rubles.”

“Are diamonds still doctored exten-
sively 7"

“] haven't heard of a case in ten
years, And In view of what happened
to artificlally colored diamonds and re-
constructed rubles, I think it highly
probable, If not, indeed, certain, that
the doctoring of pearls will pass into
history a8 a clumsy attempt at a raw
awindle.”

vHow about the cabled statement
that an old Hindu llving In a suburb
of Paris has altered Inexpensive Amers
ican pearls and afterward has seen
them sold as high as $90,000 each?™

Mr. Nissen luughed.

drop of alcohol would immediately un-
puzzle the experts,

“American pearls are rarely of any
great value as compared with Indian
pearls, because they lack the desired
lustre, and for another important rea-
son. PPearls are used to.day principally
in necklaces, For these, round pearls
are required, and America produces
very few of them. 8uch pearls as
America does: produce are found In
Tennessee, Wisconsin and other Middle
Western Btates, north and south.”

The demand for pearls is sald to have
grown enormously during recent years,
both In Europe and Amerlca, and the
reasons for this have been debated
many times, Mr, Nissen thinks that it
i based on a simple trait of human
nature, seen in many directions,

“Mankind usually wants that which
Is hardest to get,” he said philosophi-
cally. “That, In my opinion, accounts
for the Increusing demand for pearls
that really are good,

“You must remember that pearls are
growing scarcer all the time, and as
far as I can see the demand will con-
tinue to exceed the supply, unless a
new and valuable fishery s unexpect.
edly discovered, And men who have
been long in the trade do not look

“8ince pegris have become so fash-
lonable, however, the individual diver

has  been  superseded by  grappling
hooks, almost identlecal with dredging
machines, They are lowered into the

beds, and scrape up everything they
come In contact with, bringing up all
forts of oysters, large and small; and
the men enguged in the fisheries open

every one of them, no matter how
tiny, hoping to find thercin at least
a small pearl usually called seed
pearls,

“Now that wholesale sort of fishing
for pearls has several results, In the
first place it creates o market for sced
pearls, because when a hundred per-
sons are wearing pearls o thousand
or ten thousand other persons also
want some to wear. This perfectly
natural desire for seed pearls among
persons who cannot aord larger ones
undoubtedly Increases the price and
thereby  encournges the flsheries  to
keep on dredging small oysters and
opening every one of them. Hut it
also has another, and perhaps a more

important result, It insures a con-
stantly Increasing scarcity of large
pearls,

“You know, of course, that a pearl
is an excrescence, the symptom of
disease in an oyster; and the longer

formed. So It can be readily understoody
that if a patron of one of these taxicabsf!

cannot later on pick a peach; you | quantities of pearls; possessed them | .. ruses to pay the fare demanded hel
destroy the fruit that might develop | literally by bushels, cannot he forced to pay. tm the other]
from it “A8 soon as It was geen that this new the the | !

hand, by giving ise publicity |
owner i extremely lable to get himself] |
in trouble, and he may be prosecuted by !
the taxicalb authoritics for operating &

publie hack without a lleense, i

“Although men by accident nowa-
days do occasionally come upon a big
oyster having within its shell a largely
developed  pearl, yet it I8 almost a

supply was available agents were sent
to the Interior of India and the more
alert of them in a comparatively few
years purchased all the tine stones that

rarity at present to find a large, virgin f he oriental owners were willing  to “However, It {s well for a person wh
pearl.  Few people outside of tho trade | e with, A few of the princes still e e Vs nide feee tn this stste ol
have any Idea of the widespread in- |00 on to the collections formed by | caxicab to have a by who willh]
terest that I8 aroused when i really |y emeelves and their ancestors for gen- .|‘r‘| Uk il Tran e R LA i
l’lu\ ‘"'"rL weighing 20 or 26 l-(l-ul.ll!‘ crations and will not dispose of them, owner may contend in court that hisf
e 1 e A imont s e | AU the coronation of King Georke, | vehiclo was standing before the publiah

for example, I was introduced toa rajah

place in expectation of filing a call thatd |
in military dress, who had decorated

of a sensation in the pearl market ns

had been sent to the gurage. The chauf«
5 STt w Itembn ;
II}c discovery of a new  Rembrhndt himself with at least five million dol- | feur will malntain that he was not!
would create in the world of art, ' ‘
“A8 to the searcity of pearls and the lars’ worth of pearls, His magnificent | familiar with the person desiring the
relution of supply and demand, statis- head dress was adorned by ropes and | vehicle and consequently he was de=

groups of pearls of almost incalculable
value and he wore massed strings of
other pearls In place of gold brald >n

celved In picking up the first party thag
sought his vehicle,

ties show that from all the fisheries
of the world combined there have been

givthered during  the last five years|'" A “Through this technicality the owner
an average of ten millions of dollars | N8 coat and clonk, For gsome reason | jpay be able to collect for I‘Iu- service
worth of pearls per annum. The |this rajah did not eem to be cspecially | ynless the user can prove with the aid
quantity, by the way, keeps growing |mindful of the fact that he was carry={of his witness that the vehicle was

less every year, but prices have con- |ins five million dollars’ worth of pearls | standing in front of the public place for

sistently gone higher, so the total |sround with him in plain sikht, for 1|, longer time than was required for the
amount of money realized on a de- |met and talked with him in ore of the|run from the gurage. A demund mny
creasing production remains ahout |large London hotels and he apparently | then be made upon the owner for hid
stationary, had no guards, time sheets, showing when the vehicleg
“Now, taking into account the fact “As I have said, there are a few high | left the garage, and if the sheels have

personages In India, like this rajah,

heen properly kept they will prove the
who still possess enormous quantities H

uxer's contention.”

that New York alone rells more tham
ten milllons of dollars In pearis every




